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sell their Goods at the most advantageous Markets, but of the Governor
and his Council, who fix their own Prices, high or low, as seemeth best
to their Wisdom and Discretion: And it is a Grime hardly pardonable for
a private Merchant to go to Hughly, to inform himself of the cuirent Prices
of Goods, altho* the Liberty of buying and selling is intirely taken from
him before.

The Garison of Fort William generally consists of 2 or 300 Soldiers, more
for to convey their Fleet from Patana, with the Company's Saltpetre, and
Piece Goods, raw Silk and some Ophium belonging to other Merchants,
than for the Defence of the Fort, for, as the Company holds their Colony
in fie Tail of the Mogul, they need not be afraid of any Enemies coming
to dispossess them. And if they should, at any Time, quarrel again with
the Mogul, his prohibiting his Subjects to trade with the Company, would
soon end the Quarrel.

There are some impertinent troublesom Rajahs, whose Territories ly on
the Banks of the Ganges, between Patana and Cassembuzaar, who pretend a
Tax on all Goods and Merchandize, that pass by, or through their
Dominions on the River, and often raise Forces to compel Payment;
but some Forces from Fort William in Boats, generally clear the Passage,
tho' I have known some of our Men killed in the Skirmishes.

In Calcutta all Religions are freely tolerated, but the Presbyterian, and
that they brow-beat. The Pagans carry their Idols in Procession thro' the
Town. The Roman Catholicks have their Church to lodge their Idols in,
and the Mahometan is not discountenanced; but there are no Polemicks,
except what are between our High-church Men and our low, or between
the Governor's Party and other private Merchants on Points of Trade.

The Colony has very little Manufactory of its own, for the Government
being pretty arbitrary, discourages Ingenuity and Industry in the Popu-
lace ; for, by the Weight of the Company's Authority, if a Native chances
to disoblige one of the Upper-house, he is liable to arbitrary Punishment,
either by Fine, Imprisonment or corporal Sufferings. I will give one
Instance, out of many, that I knew of the Injustice of a Governor of the
double-headed Government in Anno 1706.

There was one Captain Perrin Master of a Ship, who took up about 500
L. on tespondentia from Mr. Ralph Sheldon one of the Governors, on a
Voyage to Persia, payable at his Return to Bengal. Pernn having dis-
patched his Affairs in Persia sooner than he expected, called at Goa in his
Way Home, and bought a Surat-bmlt Ship very cheap, and carried her
to Calecut, and took in a Quantity of Pepper for the Bengal Market; and
having brought in his other Ship, good Store of Persia Wines, called at